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#56     Pittsburg Fire Department, Pittsburg, Kansas, Call Register, 1907-1917 
 1 volume 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 A ledger book containing a handwritten account on lined paper of fire alarm calls for 
Pittsburg, Kansas from January 1, 1907 through March 30, 1917. 
 
DONOR INFORMATION 
 The Pittsburg Fire Department, Call Register, 1907-1917 was donated to the Leonard H. 
Axe Library, Special Collections, by the Pittsburg, Kansas, Fire Department in August 2006. 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
The first fire department in Pittsburg, Kansas, was organized in 1898 with two fire 
stations.  Fire Station No. 1 was located at 108 West Fourth Street near downtown Pittsburg.  
Fire Station No. 2 was located at 1412 North Joplin.  The two stations remained in operation 
during the 1907 to 1917 period when the present register was compiled.  
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 
 The Pittsburg Fire Department, Call Register, 1907-1917 collection contains one ledger 
book of 477 pages.  Included in the ledger is a handwritten account of each fire that was fought 
by the No. 1 and No. 2 fire stations located in Pittsburg, Kansas.  Each account describes the 
location and/or address of the fire; the cause of the fire; damage to the buildings and contents; 
value of the property and contents; insurance and agents, if known; property owners and tenants; 
water pressure, number of hoses and footage used as well as number of ladders and extinguishers 
used; and roundtrip mileage for each fire station. 
 Both fire stations worked together on many fires.  One such fire occurred on July 22 and 
23, 1908 at the Stanton & Lindburg Packing Company’s plant on Fourth Street, west of the city 
limits.  Each station worked 12 hours on this large fire. 
 Of particular historical interest are the accounts of several downtown fires, including the 
fire on July 6, 1911, involving the A. B. Kirkwood Building.   That building housed S. H. Kress 
& Company, C. E. Finley & Company, and the Kirkwood & Hammett Hardware Company.  The 
fire also damaged neighboring buildings, such as the Hotel Stilwell and the D. H. Wilderman 
Building that housed Hood & Sons Implement Company and the Home Light, Heat & Power 
Company. 
 The A. B. Kirkwood Building was damaged in another fire on January 5 and 9, 1917, that 
involved S. H. Kress & Company, King-Mummey Stores Company, and Denton Hogeboom’s 
Drug Store.  On November 24, 1915, a fire destroyed the Braden Livery Company and the 
Orpheum Theatre (formerly known as the LaBelle Theatre), as well as a dry goods store and 
rooming house that were part of the theatre, located in the 200 block of East Fourth Street. 
 The volume also includes a detailed account of the June 29, 1914, fire in Russ Hall at the 
State Manual Normal Training School (now Pittsburg State University) where a student, Rex R. 
Tanner, was electrocuted as he was trying to stop two runaway fire horses, Cap and Deck. 
 There are a number of entries in the Register for the railway companies that ran through 
Pittsburg such as the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company, the Kansas City Southern 
Railway, the Missouri Pacific Railway Company, the St. Louis Iron Mountain & Southern 
Railway, and the St. Louis & San Francisco Railway, as well as the interurban street car line for 
the Joplin & Pittsburg Railway Company. 
 
 Thomas W. (T. W.) Howe was the fire chief for the Pittsburg Fire Department during this 
period.  Samuel J. Urighs was foreman and later promoted to Captain of Station No. 2.  Other 
firemen and drivers listed in the call register include: Frank O. Robertson, Ira Main, Kid Young, 
John B. Lillard, Frank L. Howe, J. Ernest Sears, William W. Myers, John G. Simms, Marion 
Robertson, James P. Collins, William Doss, H. Clyde Miles, T. William Chapman, George 
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